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Solve this wordoku in the same way as a sudoku with 
letters instead of numbers (each of the nine letters in 
each row, column and nine-square cell). Once solved, 
one of the overall diagonals can be rearranged to give 
the name of a popular material in solar cell technology.

Quick
Across
8	 See 5 Down
9	 High in temperature (3)
10	Italian philosopher and 

mathematician, the 
first female to write a 
mathematics textbook (6)

11	The study of eggs (6)
12	One of the elements that 

are spelled differently 
in American English 
(US spelling) (8)

13	Profession of 6 down (15) 
15	Security measure used to 

distinguish between humans 
and automated users on 
websites, an acronym, the 
fourth letter (T) standing 
for (Alan) Turing (7)

17	US astronomer who 
discovered the structure 
of our galaxy (7)

20	Analytical technique which 
can use gels to separate 
nucleic acids under an applied 
electrical current (15)

23	A crustacean like a shrimp (8)
25	Norwegian chemist and 

Nobel laureate (6)
26	Unrefined (6)
27	Element with the 

shortest name (3)
28	Principle (4)

Down
1	 _ _ _ _ _ _ Tesla, engineer 

and inventor (6)
2	 Unaware (8)
3	 Medical treatments 

with gold (15)
4	 Narrow passages of water 

connecting two other 
large areas of water (7)

5, 8 Across Physicist who 
shared the 1976 Nobel 
prize in physics for the 
discovery of the subatomic 
J/Ψ particle (6, 4, 5, 4)

6	 Fossil collector of Lyme 
Regis, Dorset, played 
by Kate Winslet in the 
film Ammonite (6)

7	 Katherine _ _ _ _, 
pioneering botanist (4)

14	Observe (3)
16	Tool used for making holes (3)
18	The P in PV = nRT (8)
19	Mineral of a pistachio green 

to dark green colour (7)
21	Stick together (6)
22	Goals (6)
24	Subatomic particle 

discovered in 1936 while 
studying cosmic radiation (4)

Cryptic
Across
8, 24 Down Surprisingly hot hat 

on the radiochemist (4, 4) 
9	 Resistance unit regularly 

found in Gotham (3)
10, 23 Across	

Novelist writing about 
high attic areas (6, 8)

11	Toxic gas inside appears 
inescapable (6) 

12	Tumult over extremely 
intractable element (8)

13	Maybe chop posher scene 
from The Shining? (15) 

15	Flags prohibitionists? (7)
17	Engineers use mica 

for metal (7) 
20	Sounds like the king’s axe for 

this element discoverer (7, 8) 
23	See 10 Across
25, 2 Down Stir robber around 

noon to find the chemist (6, 8) 
26	Lie about the mineral (6) 
27	Not all sessions will 

be charged (3)
28	Call round? (4)

Down
1	 New charts can stiffen (6) 
2	 See 25 Across
3	 Cocktail tipples sheer joy 

for the chemist (6, 9)
4	 Urge or impel abroad (7) 
5	 Trashing theatre cast could 

prove explosive! (5, 10)
6	 On arrangement arrest 

the philosopher (6) 
7	 Some thought it could have 

been you a while ago (4) 
14	Curium not even 

high quality (3)
16	Initially aggrieved, some 

hope remains (3) 
18	Composer curbs the 

composition (8) 
19	Linger around hotel 

compound (7) 
21	Boosting with dried fruit 

you might say (6)
22	Codebreaker begins to 

unravel 28 Across (6)
24	See 8 Across
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Win £50 with GPE Scientific
Solve the six cryptic crosswords from January to June to 
reveal a hidden chemistry term. Collect the yellow‑square 
letters, unscramble them after June’s puzzle and enter 
to win one of ten £50 prizes. Find the February, April 
and June puzzles at chemistryworld.com/puzzles

For the January solutions, 
please see the online 
February puzzles
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Entry form
There are four prize puzzles on this page: cryptic crossword; 
quick crossword; wordoku; and coronene. For each puzzle, 
a winner will be selected from all the correct entries 
received and awarded a £25 UK book voucher. 
You can enter any or all of the prize draws, but each entrant is only 
eligible to win one of the individual puzzle prizes each month.
Please enter your details below and email a scan or photograph 
of this page with your completed entries to us by 20 March 2026. 
The winners of this month’s puzzles will be published online at 
chemistryworld.com at the beginning of April, along with the solutions.
Email: chemistryworld@rsc.org

Name ....................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................
Participants are advised that any personal information supplied will be 
processed in connection with this competition and only in accordance 
with our privacy statement (www.chemistryworld.com/privacy). 

GPE Scientific is your specialist provider of chemistry and 
life science equipment. Our technical specialists visit labs 
across the UK and Ireland to understand your science 
and recommend the right equipment for your research, 
while our globally supplied J Young® air-free chemistry 
apparatus is designed and manufactured in-house.
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For example:

Elements:

A. Ba, Bi, Co, N, Rn, S, Ta B. Al, C, Fe, Ge, K, Ni, Pa C. Ac, As, B, Ds, I, No, Se Answers:  
Atlas 
Flare  
Palace

C

March 2026 elements grid

For this new puzzle, use the clues to assign each column of the grid a 
unique element symbol (with T standing for tritium), so that each row 
spells out a solution to its own clue, and the final row includes all eight 
symbols.

Clues:
1	Bird’s home (4)
2	Small bird (4)
3	Spear (5)
4	Eagles (5)
5	US physicist and Nobel laureate (6, 1, 8)

March 2026 coronene puzzle
Place each of the seven elemental symbols in one hexagon of coronene 
to spell three words, one horizontally and two diagonally. Plural words are 
allowed, but you may not switch the order of the letter in any two-letter 
symbols (eg, sodium must be Na, not aN). The four symbols in the central 
hexagon of each of this month’s coronenes can be combined to spell out the 
name of a toxic alkaloid.

Ce Er La N Ne O Re S T W

D. Ge, Ho, I, Ne, Pt, Re, S

February 2026 solutions and winners               

QuickCryptic Wordoku
The chemist recognised by an 
RSC Blue Plaque in London 
was Geoffrey WILKINSON.

Coronene puzzle
A. Arsine, Basic, Casino
B. Blind, Calico, Feline
C. Icon, Scorn, Second
D. Bends, Genes, Puny

The element running 
across is silicon

Elements grid

February winners

Coronene 

Derek Chadwick

Oxford, UK

Wordoku

Teresa Sinclair

Barnard Castle, UK

Cryptic crossword

Nigel Cooper

Leeds, UK

Quick crossword

Rachel Sirotinina

Cambridge, UK
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